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Victor John Theel 
Missing since September 5, 1944 from Paynesville, Stearns County, Minnesota. 
Classification: Endangered Missing 
Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: February 15, 1938

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 6 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White male. Blond hair, blue eyes. Medium build.

· Clothing: Lightly faded blue-and-white sailor’s suit, three white stripes on square cut collar and wrists of sleeves, straight bottom long pants with high front pockets buttoned to waist, safety pin replacing button in back, black shoes with welt seam from toe to instep, brown short socks.
· AKA: Jackie.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Jackie Theel was last seen around 11:30 a.m. walking home for lunch on his first day of school in Paynesville, Minnesota on September 5, 1944. His disappearance was statewide news, covered by the daily newspapers and radio. Then, according to bloodhounds that later tracked his movements, he walked down Augusta Avenue, a block west of Washburne, when the Theel house was located a block east of Washburne. The bloodhounds tracked Jackie to the Crow River, just west of the North American Creamery. There, the tracks of a small boy were found, going west along the river. The bloodhounds found Jackie's scent on the west end of town along Highway 23, but then the scent disappeared.  A couple returning from Long Lake, near Hawick that day, reported seeing a small boy wearing a blue suit standing along Highway 23 around 1:00 p.m. that afternoon. Two local boys reported seeing a small boy enter a light grey car on Highway 23 around 4:45 p.m. 
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact: 
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension
651-793-7000
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