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Betty Dolly Sodder
Missing since December 24, 1945 from Fayetteville, Fayette County, West Virginia
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 

· Date Of Birth: March 4, 1940

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 5 years old
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Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) female. Black hair; brown eyes.

Jennie Irene Sodder
Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: September 19, 1937

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 8 years old
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Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) female. Black hair; brown eyes.

Louis Erico Sodder
Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: December 30, 1935

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 9 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) male. Black hair; brown eyes.
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Martha Lee Sodder
Vital Statistics
· Date Of Birth: January 22, 1933

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 12 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) female. Black hair; brown eyes.
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 Maurice Antonio Sodder
Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: July 8, 1931

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 14 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) male. Black hair; brown eyes.

Circumstances of Disappearance 
On Christmas Eve in 1945, the Sodders and nine of their ten children settled in for the evening. Jennie, Betty, Maurice, Louis and Martha Lee pleaded to be allowed to stay up and play with their new toys. Mrs. Sodder relented after the children promised to take care of their chores before coming to bed. Shortly after midnight Mrs. Sodder was awakened by the phone ringing. A female caller asked for a man whose name Mrs. Sodder didn't recognize. The caller gave a weird laugh before hanging up. Dismissing the call as a prank, Mrs. Sodder went to return back to bed but noticed the lights were still on, the shades weren’t drawn and the doors hadn’t been locked. Believing the children forgot to do these things before going to bed, she went back to sleep. She was awakened again by a noise on the roof.  About a half-hour later, smoke began pouring into the bedroom. She yelled for her husband and children. Once outside, Mr. Sodder noticed that Betty, Jennie, Louis, Martha Lee, and Maurice were nowhere to be found. He went to grab the ladder, which was kept near the house, to reach the windows of the room where the children slept. The ladder was missing. Less than forty-five minutes after the fire started, the house was consumed. The fire was blamed on faulty wiring and a jury concluded the five children died in the fire. The Sodders came to believe that their children had not died in the fire at all. Information began to surface to support their beliefs. An investigation revealed that the telephone line had been cut shortly before or during the fire. A late-night bus driver reported seeing "balls of fire" being tossed upon the roof of the Sodder home. An operator of a motel located halfway between Fayetteville and Charleston reported seeing the children Christmas morning. A Charleston hotel owner reported seeing four of the children in the company of four Italian speaking adults a week later. Three months after the fire, the youngest child found a hard rubber object that was hollow with a twist-off cap. It was identified by Army authorities as an incendiary or napalm bomb called a "pine-apple." It was later discovered that the fire had started on the roof. During the fire, a man was seen stealing a block and chain from the Sodder's garage. He admitted to cutting the "electric line" to the Sodder home. The ladder, which couldn't be found during the fire, was found down an embankment away from the house. Rumors spread that they had been kidnapped and sold to an orphanage or taken to Italy, but they were never substantiated and the children have never been found.
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
Fayetteville Police Department 
304-574-0255
Sponsored by For the Lost – California Kids program

www.ForTheLost.org

