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Betty Dolly Sodder 
Missing since December 24, 1945 from Fayetteville, Fayette County, West Virginia
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: March 4, 1940

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 5 years old
· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) female. Black hair; brown eyes.

· Marks, Scars: Scar under right ear, mole on elbow.

Circumstances of Disappearance 
Jennie, Betty, Maurice, Louis and Martha Sodder were last seen on December 24, 1945, at their home in Fayetteville, West Virginia. They had pleaded to be allowed to stay up and play with their new toys. Shortly after midnight Mrs. Sodder was awakened by the phone ringing. A female caller asked for a man she didn't know, gave a laugh, and hung up.  About a half-hour later, smoke began pouring into the bedroom. Once outside, the other Sodders noticed that Betty, Jennie, Louis, Martha, and Maurice were nowhere to be found. A jury concluded the five children died in the fire. The Sodders came to believe that their children had not died in the fire at all. An investigation revealed that the telephone line had been cut shortly before or during the fire. A late-night bus driver reported seeing "balls of fire" being tossed upon the roof. An operator of a motel located halfway between Fayetteville and Charleston reported seeing the children Christmas morning. A Charleston hotel owner reported seeing four of the children in the company of four Italian speaking adults a week later. Three months after the fire, the youngest child found a hard rubber object that was identified by Army authorities as an incendiary bomb called a "pineapple." During the fire, a man was seen stealing a block and chain from the Sodder's garage. He admitted to cutting the "electric line" to the Sodder home. Rumors spread that they had been kidnapped and sold to an orphanage or taken to Italy, but they were never substantiated and the children have never been found.
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact: 
Fayetteville Police Department 
304-574-0255
Sponsored by For the Lost – California Kids program

www.ForTheLost.org
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Jennie Irene Sodder 
Missing since December 24, 1945 from Fayetteville, Fayette County, West Virginia
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: September 19, 1937

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 8 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) female. Black hair; brown eyes.

· Marks, Scars: Dimple in right cheek.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Jennie, Betty, Maurice, Louis and Martha Sodder were last seen on December 24, 1945, at their home in Fayetteville, West Virginia. They had pleaded to be allowed to stay up and play with their new toys. Shortly after midnight Mrs. Sodder was awakened by the phone ringing. A female caller asked for a man she didn't know, gave a laugh, and hung up.  About a half-hour later, smoke began pouring into the bedroom. Once outside, the other Sodders noticed that Betty, Jennie, Louis, Martha, and Maurice were nowhere to be found. A jury concluded the five children died in the fire. The Sodders came to believe that their children had not died in the fire at all. An investigation revealed that the telephone line had been cut shortly before or during the fire. A late-night bus driver reported seeing "balls of fire" being tossed upon the roof. An operator of a motel located halfway between Fayetteville and Charleston reported seeing the children Christmas morning. A Charleston hotel owner reported seeing four of the children in the company of four Italian speaking adults a week later. Three months after the fire, the youngest child found a hard rubber object that was identified by Army authorities as an incendiary bomb called a "pineapple." During the fire, a man was seen stealing a block and chain from the Sodder's garage. He admitted to cutting the "electric line" to the Sodder home. Rumors spread that they had been kidnapped and sold to an orphanage or taken to Italy, but they were never substantiated and the children have never been found.
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact: 
Fayetteville Police Department 
304-574-0255
Sponsored by For the Lost – California Kids program

www.ForTheLost.org
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Louis Erico Sodder
Missing since December 24, 1945 from Fayetteville, Fayette County, West Virginia
Classification: Endangered Missing 
Vital Statistics 

· Date Of Birth: December 30, 1935

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 9 years old
· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) male. Black hair; brown eyes. Left-handed.
· Marks, Scars: Small mole on corner of mouth.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Jennie, Betty, Maurice, Louis and Martha Sodder were last seen on December 24, 1945, at their home in Fayetteville, West Virginia. They had pleaded to be allowed to stay up and play with their new toys. Shortly after midnight Mrs. Sodder was awakened by the phone ringing. A female caller asked for a man she didn't know, gave a laugh, and hung up.  About a half-hour later, smoke began pouring into the bedroom. Once outside, the other Sodders noticed that Betty, Jennie, Louis, Martha, and Maurice were nowhere to be found. A jury concluded the five children died in the fire. The Sodders came to believe that their children had not died in the fire at all. An investigation revealed that the telephone line had been cut shortly before or during the fire. A late-night bus driver reported seeing "balls of fire" being tossed upon the roof. An operator of a motel located halfway between Fayetteville and Charleston reported seeing the children Christmas morning. A Charleston hotel owner reported seeing four of the children in the company of four Italian speaking adults a week later. Three months after the fire, the youngest child found a hard rubber object that was identified by Army authorities as an incendiary bomb called a "pineapple." During the fire, a man was seen stealing a block and chain from the Sodder's garage. He admitted to cutting the "electric line" to the Sodder home. Rumors spread that they had been kidnapped and sold to an orphanage or taken to Italy, but they were never substantiated and the children have never been found.
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact: 
Fayetteville Police Department 
304-574-0255
Sponsored by For the Lost – California Kids program

www.ForTheLost.org
MISSING PERSON

[image: image4.jpg]


Martha Lee Sodder 
Missing since December 24, 1945 from Fayetteville, Fayette County, West Virginia
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: January 22, 1933

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 12 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) female. Black hair; brown eyes.
· Marks, Scars: Scar on forehead near hairline, scar on right shin.

Circumstances of Disappearance 
Jennie, Betty, Maurice, Louis and Martha Sodder were last seen on December 24, 1945, at their home in Fayetteville, West Virginia. They had pleaded to be allowed to stay up and play with their new toys. Shortly after midnight Mrs. Sodder was awakened by the phone ringing. A female caller asked for a man she didn't know, gave a laugh, and hung up.  About a half-hour later, smoke began pouring into the bedroom. Once outside, the other Sodders noticed that Betty, Jennie, Louis, Martha, and Maurice were nowhere to be found. A jury concluded the five children died in the fire. The Sodders came to believe that their children had not died in the fire at all. An investigation revealed that the telephone line had been cut shortly before or during the fire. A late-night bus driver reported seeing "balls of fire" being tossed upon the roof. An operator of a motel located halfway between Fayetteville and Charleston reported seeing the children Christmas morning. A Charleston hotel owner reported seeing four of the children in the company of four Italian speaking adults a week later. Three months after the fire, the youngest child found a hard rubber object that was identified by Army authorities as an incendiary bomb called a "pineapple." During the fire, a man was seen stealing a block and chain from the Sodder's garage. He admitted to cutting the "electric line" to the Sodder home. Rumors spread that they had been kidnapped and sold to an orphanage or taken to Italy, but they were never substantiated and the children have never been found.
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact: 
Fayetteville Police Department 
304-574-0255
Sponsored by For the Lost – California Kids program

www.ForTheLost.org
MISSING PERSON

[image: image5.jpg]


Maurice Antonio Sodder
Missing since December 24, 1945 from Fayetteville, Fayette County, West Virginia
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 

· Date Of Birth: July 8, 1931

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 14 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White (Italian) male. Black hair; brown eyes.
· Marks, Scars: Scar on back of head, scar near top of forehead, scar under chin.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Jennie, Betty, Maurice, Louis and Martha Sodder were last seen on December 24, 1945, at their home in Fayetteville, West Virginia. They had pleaded to be allowed to stay up and play with their new toys. Shortly after midnight Mrs. Sodder was awakened by the phone ringing. A female caller asked for a man she didn't know, gave a laugh, and hung up.  About a half-hour later, smoke began pouring into the bedroom. Once outside, the other Sodders noticed that Betty, Jennie, Louis, Martha, and Maurice were nowhere to be found. A jury concluded the five children died in the fire. The Sodders came to believe that their children had not died in the fire at all. An investigation revealed that the telephone line had been cut shortly before or during the fire. A late-night bus driver reported seeing "balls of fire" being tossed upon the roof. An operator of a motel located halfway between Fayetteville and Charleston reported seeing the children Christmas morning. A Charleston hotel owner reported seeing four of the children in the company of four Italian speaking adults a week later. Three months after the fire, the youngest child found a hard rubber object that was identified by Army authorities as an incendiary bomb called a "pineapple." During the fire, a man was seen stealing a block and chain from the Sodder's garage. He admitted to cutting the "electric line" to the Sodder home. Rumors spread that they had been kidnapped and sold to an orphanage or taken to Italy, but they were never substantiated and the children have never been found.
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact: 
Fayetteville Police Department 
304-574-0255
Sponsored by For the Lost – California Kids program

www.ForTheLost.org
