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Randy Johnson
Missing since August 20, 1978 from Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 

· Date Of Birth: October 12, 1961 
· Age at Time of Disappearance: 16 years old 
· Distinguishing Characteristics: Black male. Black hair; brown eyes.
· Clothing: White t-shirt, black pants, sneakers.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Ernest Taylor, Alvin Turner, Melvin Pittman, Randy Johnson, and Michael McDowell vanished after playing basketball in Newark, N.J. The teens were seen later that evening entering the pickup truck of a local carpenter Lee Anthony Evans, who routinely hired city teens to help him with odd jobs. The contractor told detectives he hired the teens that day, but had dropped some of them off at 8 p.m. He said he intended to drive to the McDowell house, but instead drove with him to pick up the rest of the boys again at 10:30 p.m. to move some boxes to neighboring Irvington. He told police he drove the teens around before dropping them off at 11 p.m. The case was cold until 2008 when an eyewitness came forward to say they had been killed. In March 2010, Lee Evans and Philander Hampton were charged with five counts of murder and arson. Along with a third suspect, Maurice Woody-Olds (who died in 2008), they allegedly forced at gunpoint the teens into a house, restrained them, locked the doors, and set the house on fire.  The boys had supposedly stolen a pound of marijuana from them.  Hampton pled guilty in August 2011 and testified against Evans at his trial.  Evans was found not guilty in November 2011. Randy, Michael, Melvin, Ernest, and Alvin have never been found.

If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
Newark Police Department 
973-733-6090
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Michael McDowell
Missing since August 20, 1978 from Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 

· Date Of Birth: May 29, 1962 
· Age at Time of Disappearance: 16 years old 
· Distinguishing Characteristics: Black male. Brown hair; brown eyes. 
· Clothing: Black shirt, gray pants.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Ernest Taylor, Alvin Turner, Melvin Pittman, Randy Johnson, and Michael McDowell vanished after playing basketball in Newark, N.J. The teens were seen later that evening entering the pickup truck of a local carpenter Lee Anthony Evans, who routinely hired city teens to help him with odd jobs. The contractor told detectives he hired the teens that day, but had dropped some of them off at 8 p.m. He said he intended to drive to the McDowell house, but instead drove with him to pick up the rest of the boys again at 10:30 p.m. to move some boxes to neighboring Irvington. He told police he drove the teens around before dropping them off at 11 p.m. The case was cold until 2008 when an eyewitness came forward to say they had been killed. In March 2010, Lee Evans and Philander Hampton were charged with five counts of murder and arson. Along with a third suspect, Maurice Woody-Olds (who died in 2008), they allegedly forced at gunpoint the teens into a house, restrained them, locked the doors, and set the house on fire.  The boys had supposedly stolen a pound of marijuana from them.  Hampton pled guilty in August 2011 and testified against Evans at his trial.  Evans was found not guilty in November 2011. Randy, Michael, Melvin, Ernest, and Alvin have never been found.

If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
Newark Police Department 
973-733-6090
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Melvin Pittman
Missing since August 20, 1978 from Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 

· Date Of Birth: September 4, 1960 
· Age at Time of Disappearance: 17 years old 
· Distinguishing Characteristics: Black male. Black hair; brown eyes. 
· Clothing: White t-shirt, blue pants, white sneakers.
· AKA: Rickey.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Ernest Taylor, Alvin Turner, Melvin Pittman, Randy Johnson, and Michael McDowell vanished after playing basketball in Newark, N.J. The teens were seen later that evening entering the pickup truck of a local carpenter Lee Anthony Evans, who routinely hired city teens to help him with odd jobs. The contractor told detectives he hired the teens that day, but had dropped some of them off at 8 p.m. He said he intended to drive to the McDowell house, but instead drove with him to pick up the rest of the boys again at 10:30 p.m. to move some boxes to neighboring Irvington. He told police he drove the teens around before dropping them off at 11 p.m. The case was cold until 2008 when an eyewitness came forward to say they had been killed. In March 2010, Lee Evans and Philander Hampton were charged with five counts of murder and arson. Along with a third suspect, Maurice Woody-Olds (who died in 2008), they allegedly forced at gunpoint the teens into a house, restrained them, locked the doors, and set the house on fire.  The boys had supposedly stolen a pound of marijuana from them.  Hampton pled guilty in August 2011 and testified against Evans at his trial.  Evans was found not guilty in November 2011. Randy, Michael, Melvin, Ernest, and Alvin have never been found.

If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
Newark Police Department 
973-733-6090
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Ernest Taylor
Missing since August 20, 1978 from Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 

· Date Of Birth: August 6, 1961
· Age at Time of Disappearance: 17 years old 
· Distinguishing Characteristics: Black male. Black hair; brown eyes. 
· Marks, Scars: Scar on right arm
· Clothing: White t-shirt, beige pants, beige sweatsuit jacket.
· Other: Carrying black ID case.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Ernest Taylor, Alvin Turner, Melvin Pittman, Randy Johnson, and Michael McDowell vanished after playing basketball in Newark, N.J. The teens were seen later that evening entering the pickup truck of a local carpenter Lee Anthony Evans, who routinely hired city teens to help him with odd jobs. The contractor told detectives he hired the teens that day, but had dropped some of them off at 8 p.m. He said he intended to drive to the McDowell house, but instead drove with him to pick up the rest of the boys again at 10:30 p.m. to move some boxes to neighboring Irvington. He told police he drove the teens around before dropping them off at 11 p.m. The case was cold until 2008 when an eyewitness came forward to say they had been killed. In March 2010, Lee Evans and Philander Hampton were charged with five counts of murder and arson. Along with a third suspect, Maurice Woody-Olds (who died in 2008), they allegedly forced at gunpoint the teens into a house, restrained them, locked the doors, and set the house on fire.  The boys had supposedly stolen a pound of marijuana from them.  Hampton pled guilty in August 2011 and testified against Evans at his trial.  Evans was found not guilty in November 2011. Randy, Michael, Melvin, Ernest, and Alvin have never been found.

If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
Newark Police Department 
973-733-6090
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Alvin Turner
Missing since August 20, 1978 from Newark, Essex County, New Jersey. 
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics 

· Date of Birth: April 18, 1962
· Age at Time of Disappearance: 16 years old
· Distinguishing Characteristics: Black male. Black hair, brown eyes.
· Clothing: Pink shirt, gray pants, white sneakers.
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Ernest Taylor, Alvin Turner, Melvin Pittman, Randy Johnson, and Michael McDowell vanished after playing basketball in Newark, N.J. The teens were seen later that evening entering the pickup truck of a local carpenter Lee Anthony Evans, who routinely hired city teens to help him with odd jobs. The contractor told detectives he hired the teens that day, but had dropped some of them off at 8 p.m. He said he intended to drive to the McDowell house, but instead drove with him to pick up the rest of the boys again at 10:30 p.m. to move some boxes to neighboring Irvington. He told police he drove the teens around before dropping them off at 11 p.m. The case was cold until 2008 when an eyewitness came forward to say they had been killed. In March 2010, Lee Evans and Philander Hampton were charged with five counts of murder and arson. Along with a third suspect, Maurice Woody-Olds (who died in 2008), they allegedly forced at gunpoint the teens into a house, restrained them, locked the doors, and set the house on fire.  The boys had supposedly stolen a pound of marijuana from them.  Hampton pled guilty in August 2011 and testified against Evans at his trial.  Evans was found not guilty in November 2011. Randy, Michael, Melvin, Ernest, and Alvin have never been found.

If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
Newark Police Department 
973-733-6090
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