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Mary Sue Kitts 
Missing since July 1974 from Fresno, Fresno County, California
Classification: Endangered Missing
Vital Statistics
· Date Of Birth: November 1. 1956

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 17 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: White female. Brown hair; gray eyes.

· Marks, Scars: A small scar on the left side of her chin and a dime sized birthmark on the middle of her back. 
Circumstances of Disappearance 
Mary Sue Kitts was last seen in Fresno, California in July 1974. For three years, she was presumed to be a runaway. During an armed robbery of a Visalia K-Mart in March 1977, Larry Green shot a bystander, and police arrested him along with Benjamin Meyer and Clarence Ray Allen. Authorities eventually linked Allen to the 1974 murder of Mary Sue Kitts, the live in girlfriend of his son, Roger. The month before Kitts went missing, Clarence, Clarence's son, and other accomplices burglarized Fran's Market in Fresno. The burglars stole $500 in cash and $10,000 in money orders. Kitts was Roger's live-in girlfriend at the time. After the burglary, she told Bryon Schletewitz, whose parents were the owners of Fran's Marketthat the Allens had burglarized the store and she had helped cash the money orders. Schletewitz confronted Roger about this and he admitted he and his father had committed the crime. Clarence was furious when he found out what Kitts had done and ordered her murder. An accomplice, Eugene Leland "Lee" Furrow, strangled her to death and her body was wrapped up, weighted with stones and dumped in the Friant-Kern Canal. Allen was tried and convicted in 1977 of robbery, attempted robbery, and assault with a deadly weapon. His arrest also led to his second 1977 trial, for the Fran's Market burglary, conspiracy, and the murder of Mary Sue Kitts. In return for testifying for the prosecution, Furrow pleaded guilty to a reduced charge of second-degree murder.

If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
Fresno Police Department 
Missing Persons Unit 
559-621-2455
Sponsored by For the Lost – California Kids program
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