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Justina Morales 
Missing since December 31, 1995 from Brooklyn, Richmond County, New York 
Classification: Endangered Missing 

Vital Statistics 
· Date Of Birth: February 19, 1987 

· Age at Time of Disappearance: 8 years old

· Distinguishing Characteristics: Hispanic female. Brown hair; brown eyes.

Circumstances of Disappearance 
Justina Morales was last seen in December 1995. Residents on Halsey Street, where Justina lived, said Justina's mother told them Justina had gone to live with her father in December 1995. There was no sign of the child at the home of the father, who lived out of town. Justina's mom had withdrawn her from Public School 1 in November 1995. The bureau of child welfare had an active case file on Justina before her disappearance. In February of 1997 a relative of Justina's informed the police that she had been missing and possibly killed. Her mother's boyfriend, Luis Santiago, was charged in her death. At Santiago's trial in 1997, it was brought to light that he had abused Justina for several years both physically and sexually, and that he had beaten her to death on New Year's Eve 1995 after she had refused to take a bath. Mr. Santiago has admitted to beating Justina's head with his fist and a metal pipe. Two years after Justina's murder, Santiago was sentenced to 6 to 19 years in prison. 
If you have any information concerning this case, please contact:
New York City Police Department 
212-694-7781
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